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impedes the analysis is a rigorous self-censorship which leaves little more
to be concluded of Lady Danvers than that she was a dedicated mother,
artful arranger, and convivial entertainer.
Altogether the book takes an ample measure of its subject (two
younger brothers, Sir Henry and Thomas “the obscure sailor-poet,” are
discussed in separate chapters). Of Herbert’s career in Parliament, which
Powers-Beck mentions briefly, more could profitably be said. Likewise, an
exploration of Herbert’s feelings toward the Sidney family would be welcome (Philip Sidney’s niece, Lady Mary Wroth, author of Pamphilia to
Amphilanthus and Urania, was Sir William Herbert’s married lover and
bore him two illegitimate children). A detailed chronology or genealogy
might also be useful. But these are minor suggestions and altogether the
book makes an interesting, original, and deeply scholarly contribution to
our understanding of seventeenth-century literary discourse.

Owen Staley
Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles

Arthur Marotti, ed. Catholicism and Anti-Catholicism in Early Modern
English Texts. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1999. 266 pp.
Arthur Marotti has edited a significant new collection of essays that
address a topic relatively ignored by literary scholars, namely the place of
Catholic and anti-Catholic discourses in early modern England. Following
the lead of revisionist historians such as Peter Lake, Christopher Haigh,
Eamon Duffy, and Anthony Milton, for example, Marotti has selected
essays that underscore the significance of religion in cultural and political
formation during the early modern period. Not surprisingly, the contributors include both historians and literary scholars, whose essays explore the
neglected and marginalized history and literature of Catholicism in its
conflicted relationship with the discourse of anti-Catholicism. The essays
cover the period from the early Elizabethan period through the Restoration era and focus on canonical writers such as Donne, Dekker, Campion,
and Milton, but also include unknown or relatively unknown writers such
as Richard Carpenter, John Mush, John Good, and Elizabeth Cellier.
In the first essay in the volume, Marotti explores the perplexing relationships between recusant Catholic women and Jesuit missionary priests
within the sociopolitical contexts of harsh antirecusancy laws and religious
difference. According to Marotti, Protestant iconoclasm and misogyny
demonized the Catholic woman as the whore of Babylon, portraying her
as the seductress of Protestant men, much like Spenser’s Duessa. Catholic
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women were perceived as both disobedient to their husbands and to the
state in their refusal to participate in the state religion and in asserting religious autonomy. Marotti illustrates his points by analyzing the case of the
first woman, Margaret Clitherow, to be executed under the antirecusancy
laws. Clitherow converted to Catholicism after her marriage to a Protestant husband who tolerated her religious practices. Her last confessor and
adviser, John Mush, wrote a “culturally symptomatic” account of her as an
exemplary wife and as an exemplary Catholic woman and martyr. Marotti
analyzes Mush’s narrative, showing how he could separate out her Catholicism from the charges of political subversion in accordance with his own
anti-Jesuit policy and declaration of Catholic loyalty to the crown. After
providing examples of anti-Jesuit propaganda by John Gee, Donne,
Thomas Middleton, Phineas Fletcher, and Milton, Marotti concludes his
argument showing how Catholic women and Jesuit priests were characterized as being alien to English Protestant identity.
Ronald Corthell examines how Robert Persons’s polemical writings
establish an English Catholic subject position within the larger debate
about obedience and resistance. According to Corthell, Persons’s polemical writings are characterized by a powerful ideological style that allows
him to represent “a divided recusant subject of power,” a “subversive critic
of Elizabethan politics,” and an “imaginary subject of a newly ‘reformed’
England.” Situating his argument within the broader debate among historians of Catholicism over the question of discontinuity (Bossy) and continuity (Haigh), Corthell locates Persons’s writings within Weimann’s
concept of the production and dispersal of authority and representation.
Persons believed that open polemics could resolve the deep questions of
religious difference between Catholics and Anglicans while he also understood that embracing a religion was a political act. Accordingly, he bases
his polemics on what he considers to be a sounder scholarship than that of
his Protestant opponents. In doing so, Persons is able to argue that freedom for Catholics to publicly worship produces loyal subjects. In effect,
Corthell discloses how Persons could criticize Protestant authority while
establishing his own authority. In his attempt to change England, Persons
went so far as to create an imaginary view of what a Catholic controlled
England would be like. According to Corthell, this Catholic dream failed,
but produced a “fairy story” that would be controverted in the future.
Julian Yates surveys the landscape of Catholic identity through both
recusants and pursuivants. For Yates, that geography includes both “the
imagined space of recusancy” and “the very real terrain of Catholic resistance”; that is, Catholics experienced real obstacles in having to negotiate
in a hidden landscape while the authorities had to confront the hidden
presence of Catholics, whom they saw as subversive of the realm. Richard
Topcliffe, the chief pursuivant, was alarmed at the increasing rate of return-
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ing priests as was Anthony Munday in his accounts of Catholic life and the
execution of Thomas Campion. Protestants labeled Catholic priests as
“parasites” bent on destroying England. Yates uses the search for and the
capture of Edmund Campion to illustrate the perplexities of this landscape.
Anthony Milton provides a cautionary essay that attempts to place
recent historical emphasis on the role of anti-Catholicism in a more contextualized setting by arguing that Catholic ideas, books, images, and
people were omnipresent in England. In analyzing anti-Catholic writings,
Milton discovers that there was not one discourse in which Catholicism
was perceived as the false church, but many discourses that presented
Catholicism in more complex and ambiguous ways. Protestant polemicists
realized that there was a rhetorical and tactical advantage in not just
depicting Catholicism as “a satanic inversion of normative Protestant values.” Instead, writers like William Perkins depicted the division between
the two churches not as polar opposites, but instead as sharing similar
points. Moreover, most persons did not automatically react negatively to
things Catholic. Many anti-Catholic polemicists, including William
Prynne accepted the legitimacy of some Catholic philosophers. The availability and popularity of Catholic devotional writings suggests that many
did not see a “yawning gulf” between the two churches’ doctrines. These
accepted forms of cross-confessionalism extended to Protestants using
Catholic exegesis and to the presence of Catholic arts in England. Even on
the diplomatic field there was not strong popular objection to Charles I’s
marriage to his French Catholic bride. Although the government prosecuted many Catholics, most Catholics were accepted by their neighbors as
being loyal. According to Milton, these many adaptations and accommodations of Catholics show why a virulent and polarized anti-Catholicism
was not the dominant mode of anti-Catholicism in England.
John Watkins explores the complexities created for James I by Elizabeth’s anti-Catholicism. According to Watkins, James I’s own attitude
toward Catholics is difficult to pin down because he manifested two
opposing views of the Catholic community, seeing that community as
potentially loyal and as potentially subversive. Because the elite supporting
James I wanted him to continue Elizabeth I’s antirecusant laws, they
emphasized his Tudor ancestry and his experience as a ruler while playing
down his foreignness and Catholic mother. The Gunpowder Plot in 1605
unified the Protestant elite in their attempts to prevent James I from
easing those antirecusant laws. In order to stress the continuity between
Elizabeth and James, numerous writers employed the trope of the phoenix, initially used for Elizabeth, but now used to praise James I as her reincarnation. From the Catholic side, when Elizabeth I died, Catholic
apologists depicted her as a woman who died a terrible death, suffering
from hysteria, malice, paranoia, and certain damnation for persecution of
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Catholics. Robert Persons and others highlighted Elizabeth I’s character
flaws, claiming that she was illegitimate and had atrociously executed her
own sister. In turn, Cecil and the Protestant elite mounted a propaganda
campaign against the Catholics by defending her staunch Protestantism.
Bacon and Barlowe defended Elizabeth I by showing her death as peaceful
and urging the maintenance of the antirecusancy laws. Dekker’s The Whore
of Babylon presented James I’s victory over the Gunpowder conspirators as
a reenactment of Elizabeth’s victory over the Spanish Armada. Watkins
explains how preachers, dramatists, poets, chroniclers, and engravers perpetuated these ideas and as a result how James I adopted a conspicuous
antirecusant domestic policy.
Michael Questier and Simon Healy join forces to examine current
arguments about Catholicism and conformity in order to modify the
model of church papistry that showed a gradual transfer from Catholicism
to “parish anglicanism.” Using the case of John Good, an MP from Camelford and a church papist, they argue that many could remain Catholic
and still conform to the Anglican Church. Catholic loyalists such as Good
also supported the 1606 Oath of Allegiance in order to show their loyalism and mark the distinct type of Catholicism many wanted within the
state. However, because his conversion treatise is problematical and contradictory, he cannot, according to Questier and Healy, be called a
“church-papist” in the conventional sense and cases like his call into question the recent historiographical obsession with only using outward
behavior as a means of determining a subject’s religion.
In a long and carefully argued essay, Alison Shell explores how Richard Carpenter employed Menippean conventions to represent himself to
the world. Carpenter was an Anglican convert to Catholicism who formally recanted and reconverted to Anglicanism, was given a benefice by
Laud, and then later gave evidence against Laud. As an apostate, Carpenter was caught up as a pawn in the struggles within the Anglican Church.
Shell carefully examines his recantation sermon and the evidence he gave
to the Committee of Religion to show his own wandering quest for religious truth. Becoming an Independent during the 1640s and 1650s, Carpenter employed intellectual forms of Menippean satire as the means of
making religious arguments against his enemies. Exploring the state of
Menippean satire in England and employing a Bakhtinian approach, Shell
provides a thorough analysis of Carpenter’s works and the unique frontispieces to his works, including the one in which he is depicted as vomiting.
Through Menippean satire, Carpenter finds the appropriate means to
indulge his obsessive autobiographical questing and the problems of identity caused by his multiple conversions.
John N. King reexamines the anti-Catholic satire in Milton’s “Paradise of Fools” in book 3 of Paradise Lost in order to show how it func-
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tions as a concealed attack on Laud’s ecclesiastical policies and practices.
The attack on Limbo by Milton extends into an affirmation of justification by faith alone. King finds in Cranmer’s sermon “Of Good Works”
precedent for Milton’s attack on Catholic abuses. In targeting the four
orders of mendicant friars, Milton establishes a “screen” from which to
attack Laudianism and superstitious religious practices. King targets a
number of Milton’s terms such as “trumpery,” “gate,” and “wicket” to
show that the same terms were used by other anti-Laudians. For example,
Milton’s scatological satire and use of metaphorical flatulence finds precedent in Chaucer and John Bale and is used to mock the birth of a false
church as well as the Catholic concept of transubstantiation and clerical
aggrandizement. As he does in his antiprelatical pamphlets, Milton uses
clerical disguises as the means to attack hypocrisy, especially that of Satan
who degenerates through a series of hypocritical costuming. King finds
precedents for Milton’s strategy in the Roman de la Rose, Chaucer, Tyndale, and John Bale. Moreover, he sees Uriel’s inability to detect hypocrisy as commenting on a fundamental epistemological problem in
Protestantism and one that Satan employs in the temptation of Eve. For
King, the subtext in this section of Milton’s poem alludes to various antiCatholic polemics, including idolatry, true worship, and the deceptive
fancy, among others. King suggests that Satan’s whispering into Eve’s ear
may be a veiled attack on the Catholic concept of the Annunciation.
Frances E. Dolan, in the concluding essay, investigates the celebrated case of Elizabeth Cellier, known as the “Popish Midwife” and
implicated in the Meal Tub Plot, an offshoot of the Popish Plot. After
providing an overview of the case, Dolan focuses on how the numerous
representations of Cellier “reveal the tension between, as well as the
overlapping or collapse of, the realms of the real and the representational, the historical and the discursive.” The Meal Tub Plot was an
alleged Catholic scheme to redirect blame for the Popish Plot onto the
Presbyterians. Cellier was charged for treason and acquitted and, after,
wrote a self-justifying treatise that caused even more notoriety and her
subsequent conviction for libel. Dolan explores the nature of the evidence presented, Cellier’s defense, and the many public verbal and visual
representations of the trials. For Dolan, the attacks on Cellier embody
the Protestant association of Catholicism with the woman’s body along
with traditional misogynistic attacks on women. Thus, her gender and
her religion shaped her representations as a “wretched subject” publicly
and in history.
This rich and diverse collection of essays opens up to historical and
critical evaluation texts that generally are ignored and provides readers
with significant ways to understand those historical lacunae. Each essay in
its own way helps give us a much more complete picture of oppositional
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religious discourses and those who created them and engaged them in the
religio-politics of early modern period.

Eugene R. Cunnar
New Mexico State University

R. B. Dobson and J. Taylor. Rymes of Robyn Hood: An Introduction to the
English Outlaw. Gloucestershire: Sutton Publishing, Ltd., 1997. 332 pp.
Stephen Knight and Thomas Ohlgren. Robin Hood and Other Outlaw
Tales. Kalamazoo, MI: Medieval Institute Publications, 1997. 723 pp.
In recent medieval scholarship, few revivals have been as vibrant as the
regreening of what had been the all too easily dismissed field of “Robin
Hood Studies.” Indeed, in the preface to their newly revised Rymes of
Robyn Hood (1997), Dobson and Taylor note “the remarkable expansion
of academic study on the outlaw hero during the last twenty years (greater
no doubt than during the previous two centuries)” (x). Certainly there
can be little doubt that a major impetus to that “remarkable expansion”
was the original publication, in 1976, of the Dobson-Taylor text, itself. Yet
this latest revival of interest in the greenwood hero might well be credited
in large part to the 1994 publication of Stephen Knight’s Robin Hood: A
Complete Study of the English Outlaw.
Most recently Knight and Thomas Ohlgren have produced a competing classroom text, Robin Hood and Other Outlaw Tales (1997), bringing
Robin Hood studies to a fork in the road, with paths leading to ends as
separate and related as Barnesdale and Sherwood, the competing locales of
the outlaw legend. While the two classroom texts apply remarkably different scholarly and pedagogical approaches to virtually the same corpus of
ballads, plays, and rhymes, both volumes find their respective marks,
although their aims and target audiences differ. The road to Barnesdale;
the road to Sherwood: Dobson and Taylor or Knight and Ohlgren, it all
depends where you stand critically/pedagogically and what your allegiances are. And there’s argument, and now a text, for each.
In many ways, the fork in the road is similar to one encountered previously in the study of Beowulf, a work at one time viewed primarily as an
historical, philological document—often at the expense of considerations
of the poem’s literary merit. Tolkien’s famous essay on “The Monsters and
the Critics” in many ways altered the course of scholarship by foregrounding the Anglo-Saxon poem’s literary possibilities. Dominated until
recently by questions of philology, textual transmission, and above all the

